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Aims of the conference 

 

This conference aims to delve into the nuanced dimensions of cultural identity, 

sustainability, connectivity, migration, security, education, innovation, and artistic 

expression within the captivating landscapes of Scandinavia and the Baltic Sea Region. 

In reflecting on the notion of home, individuals in both the Scandinavia and Baltic 

Sea Region engage in a multifaceted introspection. Whether one envisions home as a 

microregion, encapsulating the unique landscapes and cultural tapestries of Scandinavia 

or the Baltic Sea Region, or defines it on a national scale, the discourse expands to include 

the intricate layers of personal and collective identity. This contemplative journey 

involves both longstanding inhabitants and newcomers, prompting a profound 

meditation on the concepts of home, homeland, homelessness, or a state of being without 

a defined nation. The discussion transcends physical boundaries, delving into emotional 

and psychological realms where individuals grapple with questions of belonging and 

identity. This collective introspection captures the dynamic nature of the regions, as 

inhabitants and newcomers alike contribute to a shared narrative that evolves with time. 

It is within this rich ritual of reflections that the diverse perspectives on home and 

belonging intersect, fostering a deeper understanding of the intricate ties that bind 

individuals to their microregions, nations, or evolving senses of self. 

In our present dynamic reality, Scandinavia, traditionally known for its 

welcoming stance towards migrants, finds itself in a period of introspection. The region 

is facing with the intricate challenge of integrating newcomers while, at times, adopting 

more cautious and, in some instances, even more radical measures. This contemplation 

extends to the consideration of erecting metaphorical fences against migratory flows from 
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the Middle East or the Global South. The once-unwavering reputation of Scandinavia as 

an open and embracing home for migrants is undergoing shifts, prompting a reevaluation 

of its approach to immigration and fostering a discourse on the delicate balance between 

inclusion and the safeguarding of regional dynamics. Similarly, the Baltic Sea Region has 

played a pivotal role in extending a welcoming embrace to Ukrainian refugees seeking 

refuge from the ongoing Russian War against Ukraine. Simultaneously, the region has 

implemented barriers in response to migratory pressures from Russia and Belarus, 

seeking to manage and control the influx of individuals into the Baltic States. This dual 

approach reflects a complex navigation of humanitarian considerations, regional security 

concerns, and the broader geopolitical landscape, underscoring the multifaceted 

challenges faced by the Baltic Sea Region in the midst of ongoing conflicts and migration 

dynamics. 

The discourse surrounding the categorization of individuals into groups deemed 

“good” or “bad” is not a recent concern in Scandinavia, as underscored by the insights 

presented in the book edited by Gunnar Broberg and Nils Roll-Hansen (Broberg, Gunnar, 

and Nils Roll-Hansen. Eugenics and the Welfare State: Sterilization Policy in Denmark, 

Sweden, Norway, and Finland. Michigan State University Press, 2005.). A century ago, 

the concept of eugenics was not foreign to the Scandinavian region, much like its presence 

in the United States, the United Kingdom, and other democratic nations. The historical 

connection to such ideas raises contemplations on the selective acceptance or rejection of 

individuals within a country. Examining these historical facets prompts a nuanced 

understanding of the complexities surrounding notions of acceptability and inclusion, 

shedding light on the historical intersections that shape contemporary discussions on 

immigration, belonging, and societal values. 

The Northern realms, encapsulated by Scandinavia and the Baltic Sea Regions, 

unfold as a complex perspective of both unity and division, as eloquently expressed in the 

verses of H.C. Andersen. In his poem, “Jeg er en Skandinav!” (“I am a Scandinavian!”), a 

poignant unity is portrayed: 

"We are one people, we are called Scandinavians, In three realms our homeland is 

divided; But between the great heavenly gifts It lies: our heart grows into one Let it be 

forgotten, if wrong was done unto us; The spirit of time, like a cleansed Margarethe, 

Unites us, it gives thrice the power, Even the language unites us On mountains, in 

woods and by the night-blue sea, I shout with joy: I am a Scandinavian!" 

These verses echo the sentiment of a shared identity, transcending geographical 

divisions. Yet, the historical echoes remind us of times of division, such as during the 

partition from the Kalmar Union. In the words of Bishop Magnus in his “Letter to Bishop 

Lage Urne of Roskilde” in July 1523, the notion of Norway as a “kingdom free to elect a 

king” stands as evidence of historical distinctions: 

“Norway is and has been…a kingdom free to elect a king as well as Denmark and 

Sweden, which His Grace most likely knows.” (K. Steffensen (2007). “Scandinavia 
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After the Fall of the Kalmar Union: A Study in Scandinavian Relations, 1523-1536.” 

Brigham Young University – Provo.) 

 

This duality encapsulates the essence of the Northern narrative — a region 

intricately bound by shared roots, language, and cultural ties, yet marked by historical 

moments of divergence. It invites contemplation on the fluidity of unity and division, 

shaping the nuanced identity of the Baltic Sea Regions and Scandinavia. 

Be it a literary topic or a problem that writers themselves had to face, the question 

of belonging to a certain nation, place or even movement had an impact on the works and 

lives of many authors. Writers feeling isolated in exile, even a self-imposed one, characters 

feeling isolated in their own families or countries, all of them had an identity problem 

regarding their home or homeland. In the poem entitled My Fatherland (1894), Ibsen 

wrote: “Where minds take fire from my poem’s brand/, there runs the frontier of my 

fatherland” (translation by John Northam). Therefore, the literary borders are a topic in 

search of clarifications, in close connection to the historical and cultural background, the 

political dimension, the social or economic development in Scandinavia and the Baltic Sea 

Region in different periods of time. 

Access to education stands as a crucial facet of the concept of home and homeland, 

especially for those transitioning to a new homeland. The provision of education to 

newcomers holds profound significance for their long-term integration into the host 

society, enriching the cultural amalgamation between their origins and the new 

environment. The manner in which teaching is delivered, and the delicate balance struck 

between the heritage culture and the host culture play pivotal roles in shaping the 

development of children. This equilibrium not only influences their capacity to adapt but 

also contributes to the gradual integration of the new society with its unique set of values. 

The educational process thus becomes a transformative bridge, fostering a sense of 

belonging and harmonizing the diverse cultural elements that shape the identity of the 

next generation.  

Drawing inspiration from various sources such as the skaldic poetry, Ibsen’s 

reflections on home, and the contemporary challenges faced by the region, the “Dynamics 

of Northern Narratives” conference promises to be a thought-provoking exploration of 

the Baltic and Nordic realms. 
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CONFERENCE AGENDA SCHEDULE 

THURSDAY, 23 MAY 2024 
Aleea Sinaia no. 13, Institute of Multidisciplinary Research for Science and Technology, Campus of 
Valahia University of Targoviste 
 
REGISTRATION: 9:30-10:00 

 

10.00-10.15 
Amphitheater  

CHAIR: CRINA LEON, CHAIR OF THE 

SECTION OF NORDIC STUDIES OF THE 

ROMANIAN ASSOCIATION FOR BALTIC AND 

NORDIC STUDIES 

CONFERENCE OPENING 

Speakers: 

Silviu Miloiu, PRESIDENT OF THE 
ROMANIAN ASSOCIATION FOR BALTIC 
AND NORDIC STUDIES 
His Excellency Mr. Artūras Žurauskas , 
AMBASSADOR OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
LITHUANIA TO ROMANIA  
Ms. Georgiana Pogonaru, THE 
HONORARY CONSUL OF ISLAND IN 
BUCHAREST 

PANEL I 

NAVIGATING DIVERSITY AND IDENTITY IN THE BALTIC AND NORDIC REGIONS 
Library 

CHAIR:  KARI ALENIUS,  UNIVERSITY OF OULU 

10.15-10.45 SÁNDOR FÖLDVÁRI, DEBRECEN 

UNIVERSITY 

NORDIC OR BALTIC: WHAT IS THE 
'BALTICNESS'? – MARKERS AND 
METHODS FOR DEFINING AND 
DESCRIBING THE BALTIC IDENTITY 

10.45-11.15 ANDREEA DAHLQUIST, SPRÅKCENTRALEN 

& THE ROMANIAN ASSOCIATION 

FOR BALTIC AND NORDIC STUDIES 

MOTHER TONGUE TUITION IN 
SWEDEN, A LOCAL PERSPECTIVE 

11.15-11.45 ADÉL FURU, BABEȘ-BOLYAI 
UNIVERSITY OF CLUJ-NAPOCA 

DIVERSITY WITHOUT UNITY IN THE 
FINNISH AND ROMANIAN SOCIETIES 

11.45-12.00  

PANEL II 

MIGRATION STORIES: JOURNEYS, IDENTITIES, AND DIASPORAS IN NORTHERN EUROPE 
Library 

CHAIR:  ANDREEA  DAHLQUIST,  SPRÅKCENTRALEN  &  THE  ROMANIAN  ASSOCIATION  FOR  

BALTIC  AND  NORDIC  STUDIES 

https://icstm.ro/
https://icstm.ro/
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12.00-12.30 ANDREJS GUSACHENKO, INSTITUTE OF 

LATVIAN HISTORY OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 

LATVIA 

IN BETWEEN INTEGRATION AND 
REVANCHE. RUSSIAN ÉMIGRÉS IN THE 
INTERWAR LATVIA 

12.30-13.00 BOGDAN-ALEXANDRU SCHIPOR, A.D. 
XENOPOL INSTITUTE OF HISTORY OF THE 

ROMANIAN ACADEMY, IASI  

DRAGOȘ COTLARCIUC, AN (ALMOST) 
UNKNOWN EXPERT ON BALTIC 
REGION AT THE ROMANIAN MINISTRY 
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 1938-1939 

13.00-13.30 DAINIUS GENYS, VYTAUTAS MAGNUS 

UNIVERSITY OF KAUNAS 

EXPRESSION OF EMPATHY IN 
ORGANIZED AID TO UKRAINIANS: A 
COMPARISON OF THE 
GOVERNMENTAL AND NON-
GOVERNMENTAL SECTORS 

13.30-15.00 Conference Lunch 
Tower's Pub Parc 

Calea Domneasca 177, Targoviste 

PANEL III 

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES ON HOME AND HOMELAND IN SCANDINAVIA AND BALTIC SEA REGION 
Library 

CHAIR:  SILVIU MILOIU,  VALAHIA UNIVERSITY OF TARGOVISTE &  THE  ROMANIAN  ASSOCIATION  

FOR  BALTIC  AND  NORDIC  STUDIES 

15.00-15.30 COSTEL COROBAN, OVIDIUS UNIVERSITY 

OF CONSTANȚA 

HOME REMEDIES AND HEALING 
PLANTS IN SELECTED OLD NORSE 
SAGAS 

15.30-16.00 IOAN ALEXANDRU VĂLU, VALAHIA 

UNIVERSITY OF TARGOVISTE 

VIKING WOMEN LIFE UNDER SIEGE 

16.00-16.30 NERIJUS BABINSKAS, VILNIUS UNIVERSITY 'MARINE' VIKINGS AND 'LAND 
VIKINGS': EARLY SWEDEN AND EARLY 
GRAND DUCHY OF LITHUANIA AS THE 
CASES OF SECONDARY STATE 

16.30-16.45  

 

PANEL IV 

ART AND LITERATURE: SHAPING NARRATIVES OF HOME AND HOMELAND 
Library 

CHAIR:  COSTEL  COROBAN,  OVIDIUS  UNIVERSITY  OF  CONSTANȚA 

16.45-17.15 SÁNDOR FÖLDVÁRI, DEBRECEN UNIVERSITY A CONFLICT OF İDENTITIES: THE 
İNTERCULTURAL BACKGROUND OF THE 
RUSSIAN WAR AGAINST LIVONIA AND 
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THE BALTIC TERRAINS IN THE EARLY 
MODERN AGE (16 C.) 

17.15-17.45 CRINA LEON, ALEXANDRU IOAN CUZA 

UNIVERSITY OF IASI 
ROXANA DREVE, BABEȘ-BOLYAI 
UNIVERSITY OF CLUJ-NAPOCA 

EXPLORING THE HOME CONCEPT IN 
JON FOSSE’S 'SOMEONE IS GOING TO 
COME 

17.45-18.15 ATTILA MOLNÁR, BABEȘ-BOLYAI 
UNIVERSITY OF CLUJ-NAPOCA 

KOSOVAN STORIES OF SELF-
DEFINITION IN EXILE 

 
18.15-19.00: THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE ROMANIAN ASSOCIATION FOR BALTIC AND NORDIC STUDIES UNDER THE 

CHAIR OF THE HONORARY PRESIDENT AND THE PRESIDENT (MEMBERS ONLY), LIBRARY 
 
19.30: CONFERENCE DINNER  
Restaurant Belvedere. Al. I. Cuza 22A, Targoviste 

 

FRIDAY, 24 MAY 2024 
Aleea Sinaia no. 13, Institute of Multidisciplinary Research for Science and Technology, Campus of 
Valahia University of Targoviste 
 
REGISTRATION: 8:45-9:15 
 

PANEL V 

NEW PERSPECTIVES ON FINNISH-ROMANIAN RELATIONS: FROM INTERWAR YEARS TO THE COLD 
WAR ERA 

Library 

CHAIR:  ADÉL  FURU,  BABEȘ-BOLYAI  UNIVERSITY  OF  CLUJ-NAPOCA 

9.15-9.45 KARI ALENIUS, UNIVERSITY OF OULU  ROMANIA AS A POTENTIAL STRATEGIC 
PARTNER FROM THE FINNISH 
PERSPECTIVE 1918-1940 

9.45-10.15 SILVIU MILOIU, VALAHIA UNIVERSITY OF 

TARGOVISTE 

FINLAND AS A STRATEGIC PARTNER 
FROM THE ROMANIAN PERSPECTIVE, 
1941-1944 

10.15-10.45 TIIA LIPPO, UNIVERSITY OF OULU FINLAND’S RELATIONS WITH 
ROMANIA, 1969-1975 

10.45-11.00  

 

11:00 – 12:00 CHAIR: SILVIU MILOIU, THE 

PRESIDENT OF THE ROMANIAN 

ASSOCIATION FOR BALTIC AND 

NORDIC STUDIES 

THE FIRST MONTHLY LECTURE OF THE ROMANIAN 

ASSOCIATION FOR BALTIC AND NORDIC STUDIES 
Library and Zoom 
ZOOM MEETING ID: 848 4756 2089 
PASSWORD: BALTICSEA 

https://icstm.ro/
https://icstm.ro/
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ONLINE TRANSMISSION ON  

https://www.facebook.com/BalticNordic 

Speaker: Kari Alenius, University of Oulu  

FINLAND'S ROAD TO NATO MEMBERSHIP  

 

12:00 – 12:15 
Library 

CLOSING REMARKS 
Bogdan Schipor, VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE ROMANIAN ASSOCIATION FOR BALTIC 
AND NORDIC STUDIES 

 
FROM 12:15 – TARGOVISTE SIGHTSEEING TOUR 
STARTS AT THE INSTITUTE OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH FOR SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, CAMPUS OF VALAHIA UNIVERSITY OF 

TARGOVISTE 

 
 
14.00: CONFERENCE LAUNCH  
Restaurant Terasa Casa Veche. Al. I. Cuza 30, Targoviste 
 
 
THE ONLINE SPEAKERS AND PARTICIPANTS WILL JOIN VIA ZOOM USING THE CREDENTIALS: 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84847562089?pwd=sbZBa5UK3WJo5Ju2p3Afp8Lu5Mqwig.1 
 
Meeting ID: 848 4756 2089 
Passcode: BalticSea 
  

https://www.facebook.com/BalticNordic
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PARTICIPANTS LIST 
 
 
KARI ALENIUS 
AFFILIATION: UNIVERSITY OF OULU, FINLAND 
EMAIL: kari.alenius@oulu.fi 
 
NERIJUS BABINSKAS 
AFFILIATION: VILNIUS UNIVERSITY, LITHUANIA 
EMAIL: nerijus.babinskas@if.vu.lt 
 
COSTEL COROBAN 
AFFILIATION: OVIDIUS UNIVERSITY OF CONSTANȚA, ROMANIA 
EMAIL: coroban_costel@yahoo.com 
 
ANDREEA DAHLQUIST 
AFFILIATION: SPRÅKCENTRALEN & THE ROMANIAN ASSOCIATION FOR BALTIC AND NORDIC STUDIES, SWEDEN 
EMAIL: andreeaarch87@gmail.com 
 
ROXANA DREVE 
BABEȘ-BOLYAI UNIVERSITY OF CLUJ-NAPOCA, ROMANIA 
EMAIL: dreveroxana@yahoo.com 
 
SÁNDOR FÖLDVÁRI 
AFFILIATION: DEBRECEN UNIVERSITY, HUNGARY 
EMAIL: alexfoldvari@gmail.com 
 
ADÉL FURU 
AFFILIATION: BABEȘ-BOLYAI UNIVERSITY, ROMANIA 
EMAIL: furuadel@yahoo.com 
 
DAINIUS GENYS 
AFFILIATION: VYTAUTAS MAGNUS UNIVERSITY OF KAUNAS, LITHUANIA 
EMAIL: dainius.genys@vdu.lt 
 
ANDREJS GUSACHENKO 
AFFILIATION: INSTITUTE OF LATVIAN HISTORY OF THE UNIVERSITY OF LATVIA, LATVIA 
EMAIL: andrejs.gusacenko@lu.lv 
 
CRINA LEON 
AFFILIATION: ALEXANDRU IOAN CUZA UNIVERSITY OF IASI, ROMANIA 
EMAIL: crina_laurentiu@yahoo.no 
 
TIIA LIPPO, UNIVERSITY OF OULU, FINLAND 
EMAIL: tiia.lippo@oulu.fi 
 
SILVIU MILOIU 

mailto:kari.alenius@oulu.fi
mailto:nerijus.babinskas@if.vu.lt
mailto:coroban_costel@yahoo.com
mailto:andreeaarch87@gmail.com
mailto:dreveroxana@yahoo.com
mailto:alexfoldvari@gmail.com
mailto:furuadel@yahoo.com
mailto:dainius.genys@vdu.lt
mailto:andrejs.gusacenko@lu.lv
mailto:crina_laurentiu@yahoo.no
mailto:tiia.lippo@oulu.fi
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AFFILIATION: VALAHIA UNIVERSITY OF TARGOVISTE & THE ROMANIAN ASSOCIATION FOR BALTIC AND NORDIC STUDIES, 
ROMANIA 
EMAIL: silviu.miloiu@valahia.ro 
 
ATTILA MOLNÁR 
AFFILIATION: BABEȘ-BOLYAI UNIVERSITY OF CLUJ-NAPOCA, ROMANIA 
EMAIL: attila.molnar@ubbcluj.ro 
 
BOGDAN-ALEXANDRU SCHIPOR, A.D. XENOPOL INSTITUTE OF HISTORY OF THE ROMANIAN ACADEMY, 
IASI, ROMANIA 
EMAIL: bogdan.schipor@gmail.com 
 
IOAN ALEXANDRU VĂLU 
AFFILIATION: VALAHIA UNIVERSITY OF TARGOVISTE, ROMANIA 
EMAIL: ioan.valu.ui@valahia.ro 
 
 

mailto:silviu.miloiu@valahia.ro
mailto:attila.molnar@ubbcluj.ro
mailto:bogdan.schipor@gmail.com
mailto:ioan.valu.ui@valahia.ro

